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contemporaries ; this gives him an appearance of ineffective-
ness which is perhaps not wholly deserved.
marriage
Conflict with At any rate, there was nothing of the saint about him in
over hi^^ ^e ear^ Years °^ his reign. Inheriting a dangerous ecclesias-
tical conflict from his father, he proceeded to make it more
acute by marrying Bertha, the widow of Odo I of Blois,
though he was her cousin and had also stood godfather to
one of her children. The marriage was doubly a breach of
the law of the Church. It was unfortunate for him that
the Papacy was at this very time released from its thraldom
to the Roman nobles and had the imperial authority behind
it to enforce its aims. Gregory V demanded both the
restoration of Arnulf to Rheims and the repudiation of Bertha.
The king sacrificed Gerbert, expecting in return to be granted
a dispensation for his marriage with Bertha. It was a shabby
bargain, and of no avail; the Papacy naturally pressed for
a complete surrender. At last, when Gerbert had become
Pope Sylvester II, Robert gave way and dismissed Bertha.
In her place he married Constance, daughter of William of
Aries, It was some compensation that Constance bore him
children whereas Bertha had been childless; but they were
an ill-assorted pair and domestic discord was added to the
difficulties of his reign.
infatuation for Bertha had other unfortunate con-
Weakness
covcrnmcnt sccluences besides his humiliating surrender to the Papacy.
It brought him into alliance with Blois and broke the tie
with Anjou. When he repudiated Bertha, he estranged her
son. Odo II without recovering the friendship of Fulk Nerra.
Odo was severely defeated by Fulk in 1016, but he gained
an important success at the king's expense in 1023 when he
vindicated his claim against the king's to the county of
Champagne on the death of Stephen of Troyes ; and as count
of Blois and Champagne he menaced the royal domain on
both sides. It was little wonder that Robert was so ineffec-
tive against Odo, for he was unable to preserve order even in
the royal domain. He had spells of activity against the
turbulent vassals who molested peaceful travellers and
plundered monasteries, but it needed a greater and a more
continuous effort than he was capable of; he could not
obtain in his own domain the obedience that the great feuda-
tories commanded in theirs.

